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Young Researchers (YR) capacity building & networking 

ARIMNet2 identified  the needs of YR through dialogue:  
 

Need for : 

ÅImproved cooperation among YR & countries. 

ÅEnhanced leadership of YR in project design and implementation. 

ÅTraining on participatory approaches, multi-stakeholder projects, IP, TRLé 

Activities considered: 
 

ÅMobility (PhD, PostDoc), summer school, training, YR seminar, field visitsé 

WP4: joint activities to support cooperation in Med. agricultural research 

Topics of interest:  
 

ÅWater & soil management, land use, integrated pest management, crop-

livestock integration, urban-rural relationship, gender, data-base analysis, 

experimental design, multi-stakeholder researché 

ñYR are effectively the current & future of Med. 

Agricultural Researchò 
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The Young Researchers Seminar (YRS)  
(29 May ï 3 June 2016, CIHEAM-IAMM, Montpellier, France) 
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28 Participants 

12 Countries 

OBJECTIVES 

To develop the research capacity of 

Mediterranean YR to set up international 

agricultural R&I projects. 

To initiate a network of young Mediterranean 

researchers on agri-food systems. 

To exchange experience / knowledge on how 

to build an innovative/impacting research 

project. 

To produce collaborative materials on: 1) the 

involvement of stakeholders in research & 2) 

on ways to support young Mediterranean 

researchersô leadership. 
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Keynote speeches:  

H. De Vries: Innovation-driven research in Europe - how 

to identify and translate opportunities into R&D? 

M. Petit: Promoting innovations in agriculture ï changes 

in paradigms and modes of action 

Learningé 

INNOVATION 

Presentation of 4 ARIMNet-funded projects:  

APMED (P-E. Lauri), DOMESTIC (C. Ligda), 

POH-MED (D. Andrivon), REFORMA (L. Pecetti) 

SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS  

DOMESTIC 

POH-MED 

APMED 

REFORMA 
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Bringing YR togetheré   

Group work with ARIMNet-funded project coordinators  

 Innovation aspects 

 End-users / stakeholders involvement in research projects 

 Difficulties encountered 

 

 Potential ways to enhance project innovation and impacts 
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Meeting territory actorsé 

Field visit: Cevennes National Park 

ï Pastoral Pact 

Á Territory = common heritage  

Á Agreed collective use of private land by 

shepherds  

Á Recognition by the community of local 

pastoral practices, value for the territory 
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Presenting their ideasé 

Flash presentation of transnational project proposals by Young 

Researchers 

 New ideas 

 Intended projects 

 Current projects  

Approaches to involve end-users 

along the research process 
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Collaborating to build new proposalsé  

To build collaborative projects  involving a multidisciplinary team of 

young researchers from different countries 

 Focusing on innovation and involvement of end-users in the R&I  

 Well defining the research topic, problematic, hypothesis, 

methodology and expected results 

 Presenting and defending their proposals 
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Joint Project Proposals 

 

Ç Agricultural sustainability tool to 

address salt salinity and drought in 

the Mediterranean  

Ç Integration of sustainable cropping 

systems in the Mediterranean region 

for adaptation to climate change  

Ç Circular economy in agrifood 

systems  

Ç Biomarkers for milk productioné 
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Need foré 

ÅFunding: YR calls (simplified, less 

demanding); maturation calls; 

capitalisation calls; multi-stakeholder calls 

(public/private); long-term funding; trans-

thematic/nexus approach 

ÅNetworking: Continuous, public/private, 

academic/non-academic stakeholders 

(platforms, hubs)é 

ÅPartnership: Database of public-private 

Med partners, matching tools 

ÅCapacity-building: Inter-disciplinary, 

multi-scale (project design, IP, TRL, etc.) 

ÅSharing data, know-how, infrastructure, 

advanced technology 

ÅIndicators to assess the impact of 

research on society/ecosystems 

ÅReward & incentives for YRé 

Lessons learntéé from YRs 


